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         Final Assignment
Patent searchers once had to find a 
needle in a haystack – that one 
relevant document buried in a pile of 
papers. Now we are searching for a 
needle in a pile of needles.                   
The challenge is to identify                   
the most useful document in a                    
pile of relevant documents.
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I see a patent as the documentation of a person's thoughts.
When looking at a patent, I feel like I am looking into a person's brain.
The thoughts they have and ideas they have created are all on paper.
This represents 
"absolute relativity" 
which is how I feel 
about patent 
searching. 




relevant to that, then 
something else 
relevant to that,   
and so on and so on 
until it seems that 
everything is 
connected.
This is a Fibonacci 
sequence, 
occurring 
naturally in the 
center of a 
sunflower. 
Taking this class 
represents a step 
in the pattern of 
education leading 
us to the center of 
the plant. 
The proper steps 
lead methodically 
to the goal.
Protecting Intellectual Property involves offensive moves
to get an advantage on other companies as well as 
defensive moves to stop other companies from using an idea.
This image shows 
paper documents 




and 1’s and 0’s 
which represent 
the electronic 
format    
currently used. 
This is a treasure map.  Even though all the steps are laid out for you, 
there is still a fun or tiring journey to finding what you’re looking for.
We started      
out with a 
foundation and 
a general idea 
about patents 
and then with 
each successive 
class learned 
more and more 
about searching 
and how to do it 
correctly. 
To me, this picture represents the process of applying for a 
patent. During this process  you must find the things that 
make your idea different and therefore unique. 
We were on the computer 
learning nifty new things 
all semester and I am 
extremely interested in 





for my own inventions. 
This patent
searching 
class built a 
foundation
of knowledge






Because of the internet, the application and searching of patents is
now on a global scale. Almost any patent is accessible worldwide.
How most people would feel if 
introduced to the overwhelming 
research necessary to discover if a 
particular invention is novel and 
patentable.
Those select few who use their time 
purposefully wandering through 
countless archives and databases in 
the hopes of getting a patent. 
This is a piece of artwork titled “Complex Sh*t.” 
This structure looks massive and complex at first, 
but if you look at it long enough it still looks massive but is less complex. 
This is similar to the world of patents, because there are massive amounts,  
but when you learn more about them they become less complex.
